Paul Merrick

19" November — 17" December 2011
Tuesday - Saturday, 11am - 5pm
(or by appointment)

Preview: Friday 18" November, 6 - 9pm

Workplace Gallery are pleased to announce our first solo exhibition by Paul Merrick.

Paul Merrick combines painting with sculpture, and the made with the ready-made. Investigating colour,
form, and architectural and spatial arrangement in relationship to Painting as a subject and discipline in
and of itself; Merrick's new work is the result of a sustained interrogation of painting and process in
relation to the found object.

Untitled 2011 is a commanding steel structure that refers to a found metal armature. Merrick has played
with status of the original object, first simplifying its linear form then amplifying it to create an oversize
almost comical object, which loses its function entirely. Finished with an industrial yellow powder coat
paint finish, an oversize leatherette cushion upholstered in the style of Mies Van Der Rohe's Barcelona
Chair, and inserted planes of sterling board that serve both to delineate and interrupt the space within the
structure, and as proxy to painterly brushstrokes. Untitled 2011 invites us to reconsider our initial haptic
and perceptual encounters with objects whilst proposing a reassessment of the semiological status of
material and form in relation to design, style and function.

Merrick's light works again substitute found and functional material for painterly mark and gesture.
Untitled (Big Plate) 2011 is a drawing of a found glass plate using fluorescent green strip lights. The plate
has been removed creating a simple frame of light interrupted by the black rubber flex looped across the
picture plane. In Merrick's work the accidental and contingent mark is given status that is knowingly
bartered with the historical canon of modernity. This approach is extended in Merrick's new series of
'Found Paintings'. Carefully selected objects such as used and discarded scrap metal, table tops, and
dusty panels are presented as Paintings, challenging the viewer to look beyond speculation about former
use and action, towards acceptance of each object and surface as aesthetically final and complete, a
reclamation and assertion of Painting through the artistic legacy of the found object.

Merrick's works draw influences from disparate sources, referencing the luxury of 50's and 60's interior
design of West Coast America, the murder scenes of Helmut Newton, Color Fiim Noir, and the post
industrial landscape of North East England. Salvaged form the local scrap yard these works lead a double
life: both as autonomous objects and as Mise-en-scéne. As such they imply an event or act that occurs
outside of the work, ambiguous and with no substantiation except for the intimated luxury or seediness of
material and colour the works become both sinister and erotic.

Paul Merrick was born in 1973 in Oxford, UK. He lives and works in Gateshead and Newcastle, UK.

The next exhibition at Workplace Gallery will be a solo exhibition of new work by Cath Campbell opening
in 2012.

Please ask gallery staff for a price list.
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